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Understanding Rhetoric

QUOTATION 1

“Workers--about half of them women, almost all of them young and Latino--slice meat with long slender knives.
They stand at a table that's chest high, grab meat off a conveyer belt, trim away fat, throw meat back on the
belt, toss the scraps onto a conveyer belt above them, and then grab more meat, all in a matter of seconds.
I'm now struck by how many workers there are, hundreds of them, pressed close together, constantly moving,
slicing. You see hardhats, white coats, flashes of steel. Nobody is smiling or chatting, they're too busy,
anxiously trying not to fall behind. An old man walks past me, pushing a blue plastic barrel filled with scraps.”
(169)

QUOTATION 2

“Meatpacking is now the most dangerous job in the United States. The injury rate in a slaughterhouse is about
three times higher than the rate in a typical American factory. Every year more than one-quarter of the
meatpacking workers in this country--roughly forty thousand men and women--suffer an injury or a
work-related illness that requires medical attention beyond first aid. Thousands of additional injuries and
illnesses most likely go unrecorded.” (172)

QUOTATION 3

“Some of the most dangerous jobs in meatpacking today are performed by the late-night cleaning crews. A
large proportion of these workers are illegal immigrants. They earn hourly wages that are about one-third
lower than those of regular production employees. And their work is so hard and so horrendous that words
seem inadequate to describe it. The men and women who now clean the nation's slaughterhouses may
arguably have the worst job in the United States.” (176)

QUOTATION 4

“During my trips to meatpacking towns in the High Plains | met dozens of workers who'd been injured. Each of
their stories was different, yet somehow familiar, linked by common elements-the same struggle to receive
proper medical care, the same fear of speaking out, the same underlying corporate indifference. We are
human beings, more than one person told me, but they treat us like animals. Although | cannot tell all of their
stories, a few need to be mentioned. Like all lives, they can be used as examples or serve as representative
types. But ultimately they are unique, individual, impossible to define or replace-the opposite of how this
system has treated them.” (186)

QUOTATION 5

“As part of the job in rendering, Kenny Dobbins sometimes had to climb into gigantic blood tanks and gut bins,
reach to the bottom of them with his long arms, and unclog the drains. One day he was unexpectedly called to
work over the weekend. There had been a problem with Salmonella contamination. The plant needed to be
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disinfected, and some of the maintenance workers had refused to do it. In his street clothes, Kenny began
cleaning the place, climbing into tanks and spraying a liquid chlorine mix. Chlorine is a hazardous chemical that
can be inhaled or absorbed through the skin, causing a litany of health problems. Workers who spray it need to
wear protective gloves, safety goggles, a self-contained respirator, and full coveralls. Kenny's supervisor gave
him a paper dust mask to wear, but it quickly dissolved. After eight hours of working with the chlorine in
unventilated areas, Kenny went home and fell ill. He was rushed to the hospital and placed in an oxygen tent.
His lungs had been burned by the chemicals. His body was covered in blisters. Kenny spent a month in the
hospital.” (186)

Source: Schlosser, Eric. Fast Food Nation. New York City: Mariner, 2012. Print.
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